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Text Study: Justice Among Brothers

“With every ruling
and punishment
that the [ Jewish
court] carries out
according to the
needs of the hour,
they may punish
him appropriately as
they see fit, as long
as their intention
is only to pursue

righteousness
tzedek] and

truth, without any
other additional
intention.”

- Rabbi Judah ben
Asher, Zichron Yehuda
79, Germany/Spain
1270-1349

Rabbi Shimon ben
Gamliel taught: The
world stands on
three things—on

judgment [din], on

truth and on peace.

- Pirkei Avot 1:18,
¢.2nd century

Righteousness

tzedek] and justice
[mishpat] are the

foundation of Your
throne; mercy

chesed] and truth go
before You.

- Psalm 89:15

Deuteronomy 25:2-3

If the wicked one is to be flogged, the magistrate shall
have him lie down and be given lashes in his presence, by
count, as his guilt warrants. He may be given up to forty
lashes, but not more, lest being flogged further, to excess,
your brother be degraded before your eyes.

Y-

Sifrei Devarim 286, c. 3rd century

Rabbi Chananya ben Gamliel said, “All day, the text calls
him ‘wicked,” as it says, ‘if the wicked one is to be flogged.’
But from the time that he is flogged, the text calls him “your

brother,” as it says, 'your brother be degraded.””

'The Lord said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?”

And he said, “I do not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?”
Then [God] said, “What have you done?
Hark, your brother’s blood cries out to Me from
the ground! Therefore...you shall become

a ceaseless wanderer on earth.”

- Genesis 4:9-12

“Cain went forth...” Rabbi Hama says in the name of
Rabbi Hanina bar Isaac: he went forth joyfully... Adam
met Cain and asked: how did your judgment [din] go?
Cain said: I did feshuvab [repented] and was reconciled.
Adam slapped himself and said: Such is the power of

teshuvah, and 1 did not know!

- Genesis Rabbah 22:13, c. 4th-5th century

Rabbi Yoshiya says (on Psalm 89:16)...[Israel]
knows how to win the favor of their Creator, so
that [God] moves from the throne of judgment
[din] to the throne of mercy [rachamim], is filled
with mercy for them, and turns the attribute of

strict judgment into the attribute of mercy.

- Leviticus Rabbah 29:4, c. 5th-7th century

“If your brother

becomes poor...
do not charge him
interest; fear your
God, that your
brother might live
with you.”

- Leviticus 25:35-36

“We’re not just
talking about an
economic state, but
about the emotional
state of someone
who has fallen

into trouble, as the
midrash explains
that a poor person
is in mortal danger.
We're talking about
a person who falls
from high status
into depression.
'This is why the
word “your brother”
in the text is so
important. Because
he is your brother,
do not relate solely
to his economic
straits; take care of
him, protect him.
You have no right
to make someone
who is your brother
depressed or low.”

- Rabbi Danny Meir,
Contemporary Israeli
Reform movement
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