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When we attend rallies and protests about police violence or mass incarceration, bringing Jewish language to our signs 
sends an important message. We don’t just happen to be Jews in attendance; we are showing up as Jews, rooted in Jewish 
text and tradition, representing the Jewish community. Here are a few texts from #BlackLivesMatter protests—short and 
simple enough to understand at a glance, with great depth and power to them—to get you started.

The light of God is the human soul.
(Proverbs 20:27)

נר ה‘ נשמת אדם

 כל מי שהוא שופך דמים
 מעלים עליו כאלו הוא
ממעט את הדמות

Anyone who sheds blood
is considered to have

diminished the divine image.
(Breishit Rabbah 34:14)

עולם מלא מעלים עליו כאילו איבד כל המאבד נפש אחת,
One who destroys a single soulis considered to have destroyed

an entire world.
(Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5)

The blood of my brother criesout to me from the earth.(Genesis 4:10, adapted)אלי מן האדמה קול דמי אחי צועקים

 זְכֹר כִּי-רוּחַ חַיָּי
Remember: my life is but a 

breath. #ICan’tBreathe
(Job 7:7)

 שתיקה כהודאה דמיא
Silence is akin to consent.

(Talmud Yevamot 87b)


